which is further coupkd to said front panel; a first rail which receives and which is 
linearly coextensive to s aid first side panel, said first rail coupling said first side panel to 
said front panel; and a second rail which is substantially identical to said first rail and 
which receives and which is linearly coextensive to said second side panel, said second 
rail coupling said second side panel to said front panel. 





Claim 3 (amended, "clean versiori 

The vehicle bed asselmbjV of Clai\n 2 wherein each of said first and second rails 
respectively includes a generafly flat top^portion and two generally opposed side surfaces 
and wherein said end cap m^H^s coupled to said generally flat top portion and to only 
one of said two generally ytpposed side surfaces of said first rail. 

Claim 14 (amended, "clean version") 

A method for constructing a vehi(6le bed assembly, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a floor pan; 
providing a front pane 
providing a first side p 
providing a second side pi 
providing a tail gate; / 
coupling said front paney to said floor pan; 
coupling said first side panel to said floor pan; 
coupling said second side panel to said floor pan; 





coupling said tail gate to said/floor pan; 

providing a direct load patn from any location on said first side panel to a fi-ame 
portion of a vehicle; and / 

providing a direct load rath from any location on said second side panel to said 
frame portion of said vehicle, thereby forming said vehicle bed assembly; 

wherein said step of providing a direct load path from any location on said first 
side panel to a firame polrtion of said vehicle comprises the steps of providing a first rail; 
coupling said first rail ta said fit^TsMe panel; providing a bracket; coupling said bracket 
to said front panel; couplMig said first rail to said bracket; and coupling said bracket to 
said frame portion of saidwehicle. / 



Claim 15 (amended, "clfean vetsion") 

The method of Claim 14 wherein said step of providing a direct load path from 
any location on said second side panel to said frame portion of said vehicle comprises the 
steps of: / 

providing a second rail which is substantially identical to said first rail; 
coupling smd second rail to said second side panel; and 
. coupling gaid second rail to said bracket. 




icket to said fi:ame portion of said vehicle; and 



comprising the steps of: 
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